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GATE Program: Grades 7 and 8

                                                       2014 – 2015
GATE Pull-Out Classes:

· GATE students will report to the GATE room for scheduled GATE classes with other gifted peers during their Academic Support period (or Band/Chorus/Orchestra).  GATE strands include: creative thinking skills, leadership, communication, critical thinking and problem solving skills, career exploration, decision making skills, and   specific and advanced content.  
· Students may meet in the GATE room at other times during the school day as meetings for other activities are scheduled.  In addition, students may use the GATE room as a resource room or come in during lunch, as long as the GATE resource teacher is available.
Enrichment Activities/Competitions:

· Pittsburgh Regional Science and Engineering Fair – Grades 7 & 8

· Students select a topic of interest for further investigation.  They research their topic, form a hypothesis, and conduct tests to prove or disprove their hypothesis.  The resulting product is a display board demonstrating the process, the results, and the conclusion.  Students are judged against specific criteria and First, Second, and Third Place winners are recognized, along with awards from community sponsors.  
· Mock Trial – Grade 8

· Students will participate as an attorney or a witness in a simulated criminal or civil case with other students from across the North Hills.  For several months, students prepare by utilizing critical thinking skills to plan a defense or prosecution/plaintiff strategy to win the case and sharpen their public speaking ability.  The competition is held at LaRoche College. 
· Wordsmith Competition – Grades 7 & 8
· This event is a chance for students to test their vocabulary and verbal skills.  They compete in a variety of word based challenges including, Boggle, Scrabble, and Think Links.   
· Creative Convention – Grades 7 & 8
· One of the best events for the highly creative child or the students looking to develop more creativity!  Students compete in a variety of activities based on a theme for that day.  This is a hands-on event that involves both communication skills and problem solving skills.  
· Odyssey of the Mind – Grades 7 & 8

· Students will develop their creative thinking skills through this international educational program.  Through solving problems, students develop creative thinking skills that can be transferred to real-life situations.  Students prepare for several months outside of the school setting, as they prepare their solution to a long-term problem, while practicing solving spontaneous problems.  
· Academic Triathlon – Grades 7 & 8

· This competition is for the well-read student with a great deal of general knowledge.  Students work with their team and are asked to answer questions in the fields of math, science, social studies, music, current events, literature, art and architecture, and logic.  
· Globe Quest – Grades 7 & 8
· Geography buffs work as team members to solve a variety of geography contests.  Map making, globe trekking, charting courses, and general geography knowledge will be part of the competition.
· Stock Market Game – Grades 7 & 8

· Teams compete in both their region and state to see who makes the most profit in a ten-week period using $100,000 game dollars.  Students research the various companies and select those that have the best chance of appreciating in ten weeks.  Students may ask friends and family for helpful tips when playing the game.  This electronically played game provides weekly rankings.
· SciTech Festival – Grades 7 & 8

· Students will meet dozens of regional innovators from local companies and universities, while attending the workshops at the Carnegie Science Center. Special workshops and demonstrations may include “Creating Digital Cosmos” and “Neuroscience, Physics, and Your Brain”.    
· Geography Bee – Grades 7 & 8

· This is a school-wide event sponsored by the GATE department and is for those students who are well versed in geography.  Students first attempt to answer a series of seven questions.  The students with the top scores go on to compete in the final event to determine the school winner.  This winner is eligible to qualify for the state competition after taking a written test.
· Writing Workshop – Grades 7 & 8

· Students participate in creative writing activities throughout the day.  They work their way through five stations that are based on a theme for that day.  As creative written work is completed, students may share their written work with others and present what they have created during the Writing Workshop.  In addition, students may have their written work presented through music.
· NACLO (North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad) – Grades 7 & 8

· In this NACLO Workshop, students solve linguistics puzzles.  In solving these puzzles, students learn about diversity and consistency of language by exercising logic skills. 
· Engineering Workshop – Grade 8

· Student Ambassadors from Penn State University present a hands-on workshop for students and share information on different fields of engineering. A trip to PSU may be held later in the school year, where students would tour the School of Engineering and talk with graduate students in the School of Engineering.

· K’Nex Engineering Challenge – Grades 7 & 8

· Teams of students complete hands-on engineering challenges with a supply of K’Nex given to each team.  Students collaborate to solve their problem presented.

· American Mathematics Competition 8 – Grades 7 & 8
· The AMC 8 is a national test that is a 25 question, 40 minute multiple choice examination designed to promote the development and enhancement of problem solving skills.  The examination provides an opportunity to apply the concepts taught at the middle school level, as well as offer challenges to students with problem solving experiences that go beyond what is taught at the middle school level.  
· TSA TEAMS Competition – Grades 7 & 8

· Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics, and Science (TEAMS) is an annual theme-based competition aimed at giving students the opportunity to discover engineering and how they can make a difference in the world.   Teams of 8 students work together to solve college level engineering problems.
· Arts and Bots Competition – Grade 7 & 8

· Groups of five students will create a robotic diorama of an Ancient Greece Research topic.  The topic list will be provided in advance; however, each group will not get its official topic until the competition day.  Arts and Bots kits and craft supplies will be provided.  High school gifted students will provide technical support and the following link can be watched in order to gain insight into the project: http://www.hummingbirdkit.com/learning/tutorials.
· Back in Time “Hollywood and History” – Grade 7 & 8 

· This workshop is for those history buffs who will participate in various sessions related to Hollywood and the History of Hollywood, as it relates to current day.
· Calcu-Solve Competition – Grades 7 & 8

· This problem solving competition has students working individually and in a group to solve advanced level math problems.  After each problem, solutions are discussed and immediate feedback is given.  Students earn points by turning in a solution before clues are given.  Students can win as an individual and as a team.  
*These enrichment activities/competitions are subject to change. 
Collaboration with Regular Education Teachers: GATE and classroom teachers meet to discuss individualized plans when a need arises for a specific student.  Discussion may include differentiated instruction, pretesting, compacting, and any other enrichment opportunities for students who demonstrate a need.
You may contact me by phone or e-mail:  
Kathy Deal     GATE Room 306     kdeal@pinerichland.org     724-625-3111 (ext. 2237)    
